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MS. VASSO PAPANDREOU,  

MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT, PHYSICAL PLANNING AND PUBLIC WORKS  
OF GREECE, 

ON BEHALF OF THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE ACCEDING COUNTRIES 
 
Mr Chairman,  
 
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and the Acceding Countries. The Associated 
countries of Bulgaria, Romania and Turkey declare that they align themselves with this statement. 
 
The fact that we are here gathered soon after Johannesburg should be used in order to reaffirm our 
commitments but also to move a step forward and to make things happen. The EU, together with its 
partners, has played a progressive role throughout the whole process that led us to this Conference, 
towards finding bold solutions, adapted to the needs of the region. The EU is committed to continue 
playing a leading role in the wider European region, in promoting Sustainable Development and 
strengthening its environmental pillar. 
 
We express our satisfaction on the achievements of this Conference.  
 
-The adoption and the signing of the three Protocols are welcome additions to an extensive legal 
framework for the region. From now on we should focus our efforts on implementation of these and 
previous environmental instruments. 
-The adoption of the statement on energy efficiency and of the guidelines on reforming energy pricing and 
subsidies constitute two important political commitments for improving energy security and achieving 
many of our economic and social goals. 
-The endorsement of a Statement on Education for Sustainable Development signals our commitment to 
promoting education at all levels, as a prerequisite for achieving Sustainable Development and an 
essential tool for good governance and a key agent for change. 
-The endorsement of the Resolution on Biodiversity stresses our commitment to achieving our targets for 
halting the loss of biodiversity by 2010. 
-The endorsement of the Statement on the EECCA Component of the EU Water Initiative as well as the 
acknowledgement of other important partnerships and initiatives in the EECCA, the South East Europe 
and the Mediterranean Regions demonstrate our will to fulfil our commitments made in Johannesburg 
regarding urban water supply and sanitation and integrated water resources management and water 
efficiency plans.  
-We would also like to express our satisfaction for the Third Environmental Assessment, which for the 
first time covers all EECCA countries and provides information to identify the major threats and 
challenges and streamline our future actions.  
 
-We welcome wholeheartedly the adoption of the Environmental Strategy for the EECCA countries. This 
Strategy underlines our collective commitment to give greater focus to improving the environment in this 
part of our region and, even more importantly, ensures that we have a delivery mechanism for co-
operation between the EECCA countries with the active support of all the countries in the UNECE region. 
-Finally, we welcome the adoption and signing of the Carpathian Convention which demonstrates the 
commitment to regional cooperation for the sustainable development of and partnership between 
European mountain regions.  
 
Mr. Chairman, having said all that I would like to point out, however, that there are important elements 
that have been raised by the EU during the preparation process, which are not adequately reflected in the 
proposed Declaration: 
 



First of all, the EU reaffirms its determination to work towards the implementation of the Kyoto Protocol 
and we urge all the countries of the region that have not yet ratified the Protocol to do so as soon as 
possible. Furthermore, we reconfirm our commitment to substantially increase the global share of 
renewable energy sources. Moreover, we regret that further targets on the share of renewable energy 
sources have not been adopted.    
The EU also regrets that the 5th UNECE Conference on the Environment for Europe could not find an 
agreed message on nuclear safety in its Declaration.  
 
Another issue on which the EU attaches great importance and which is not adequately reflected in the 
Declaration is the issue of Sustainable consumption and production patterns. Decoupling economic 
growth from environmental degradation, the integration of environmental considerations into sectoral 
policies and the promotion of corporate social and environmental responsibility and accountability are 
essential parts of the 10-year framework of programmes as agreed upon in Johannesburg. The EU would 
like to emphasise the need to accelerate the shift towards a more responsible management of natural 
resources and a cleaner and more resource-efficient system of production and services. In this respect, the 
EU is committed to continue playing a progressive role on regional and global level.  
 
Before closing, Mr Chairman, allow me to thank all the national delegations and experts for their tireless 
efforts and work over the last months and especially over the last few days in promoting our common 
goals and objectives and preparing a well elaborated and comprehensive Ministerial Declaration. 
 
Mr. Chairman, I would like to thank the people and the Government of Ukraine for their warm hospitality 
and for all their efforts to organise this important event. 


